Is Winter coming to an end ???  One of the two close-by groundhogs has to be correct.  Puxatawny Phil says six more weeks of Winter, but the Staten Island subterranean prognosticator says Spring is just around the corner (just before he bit NYC mayor Bloomberg).  In the meantime, I’m still looking for absolutely critical assistance in putting on a PBX rally for 2009 ( for this calendar year, those of you running Middle Atlantic Rally Series; or 2010 for those of you running the NEDiv SCCA Rally Championship).

For those of you who care if there will be another PBX, I’m going to spell out the criteria for any future PBX’s.  I have had a volunteer to handle the paperwork for the permits.  Jim Wakemen (Sr) has come forward to add another weight on his already busy workload of rally activities.  I’ve had another volunteer to work on the route with me who lives near the State forests we use.  But there are still critical areas that must be filled with qualified helpers if the PBX is to be continued.  They are:

1- A set of computer programs to make up forms that are used by contestants & workers to handle the “guts” of the rally.

2- A simplified program to generate route instructions to meet all of the technical needs of the organizers and contestants.

3- Checkpoint workers.  These persons can be taught quickly & easily to work checkpoints.  We need at least 10 of these people.  

4- Amateur radio workers, at least 10 of them.  That’s the responsibility of the Amateur Radio Clubs in south Jersey who ordinarily help us each year.

5- Drivers – at least 2 of those.

6- We will need two people to do scoring (which is done during the Rally and the next day after the Rally).  The job requires the Rally be scored by Sunday afternoon.

7- We need additional route workers that are available either weekdays, or weekends to work on the route.  Weekdays & weekends means at least 8 continuous hours (except for a meal break) during the day and starting the earlier, the better.  Note that route work is done in a Rally Navigation equipped car (usually mine), and route checks can be done with normal unequipped cars, but with at least one very experienced rallyist.(note the difference in the route work designations. They have very different requirements and purposes).

8- People to work on promotion for the event.  Finding access to Newspapers, specialized websites, sports car Club’s newsletter/magazine editors/and Club websites too, and any other publicity source like New Jersey Magazine, Auto manufacturer publications like Subaru’s Drive Magazine.  Some assistance from yours truly will be available if you don’t have experience in writing promos or autosports background.  Radio (and some TV stations) have community bulletin boards, as have Colleges & Universities.

9- We will need at least 3 additional people to work registration on the day of the event.  These persons will man the registration tables, General Instruction/Route Instruction packets; collect monies for registration, car numbers; and extra Route Instructions (for drivers).  (Training available)

10- The Rallymaster will handle pre-registration via the USPS (snail-mail).  Map-making for official agencies & map routes will be done by the Rallymaster.  Official route maps are sent to government agencies & the State Forests involved. 

That’s it folks.  Now you know what it’s going to take to have another PBX.  I would love to have a permanent group of volunteers, but just getting through this year will be a major achievement.  While there might be some questions as to the readiness of the State Forests, we should at least make plans, so if everything is go, we can get a head start on the work at hand.  

When will this work actually begin?  No later than May 1st.  

I will have to consult with State Forest Superintendents in April.  And I will speak to a few Federal officials as well.  The date for the 2009 PBX is set with the Borough of Lakehurst.  All of the State Forest authorities expect us to contact them (no surprises there).  In case you’re curious, the date is November 21st – begin & finish at the Lakehurst Community Center (former Firehouse) on Center Street, Lakehurst, NJ

That’s it.  Now, it’s up to you.  I hope to hear from a few good people.  Enough to make the PBX fly…

Send emails to : rallymaster1@verizon.net  or call 732-271-5185 

